Intrauterine diagnosis of hydrothorax in a fetus who had a combination chylothorax and pulmonary sequestration after delivery.
Congenital hydrothorax was diagnosed prenatally by transabdominal ultrasonography. Five fetal thoracentesis procedures were performed and biochemical analyses of the fluids were done. After delivery a combination chylothorax and extralobar pulmonary sequestration was demonstrated in the infant. We believe this to be the first case report of this combination investigated prenatally. We suggest that investigators perform biochemical analyses on fetal pleural fluid removed in cases with a single diagnosis. Perhaps by comparing those data with the data reported here, a biochemical marker can be identified that will be useful in distinguishing these two conditions in utero.